Islamist parties in the 1990s which coincided with the end of the Cold War and the spread of globalization in world economy. The author's principal argument is that Islam in Turkey should be analyzed in terms of the domestic responses to global developments and the "opportunities and constraints [which] are presented to the citizens within these larger mechanisms of change" (p. 21).
Its lofty theoretical ambitions notwithstanding, this is essentially a general survey of political and economic changes in Turkey since the 1920s and some of the major developments in the international system which had an impact on Turkish politics, economy, and foreign policy. The book also provides a similarly general overview of the Moreover, the scholarly quality of the study is marred by numerous problems.
They begin with the subtitle of the book which erroneously posits Turkey a "Muslim State" instead of the commonly accepted view that it is a predominantly Muslim country where the state has been a staunch defender and the most important symbol of secularism-a fact which is later acknowledged by the author in a section subtitled In sum, Turkey, Islamists and Democracy attempts to provide a new approach to understanding 'Islamic politics' by examining the interaction between domestic and international developments. While it succeeds in presenting the broad contours within which the Islamist movement has evolved over the years, the book ultimately delivers far less than it promises.
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